High School Battle of the Books
 October 30, 2017
 Deadline – October 10, 2017
 No-Shows/Cancellations after October 15th will be
fined $100 - - No exceptions - - Plan accordingly!
To be held on the campus of Thomas Sumter Academy
5265 Camden Highway
Rembert, SC 29128
SCHOOL ____________________________ SPONSOR ______________________________
SPONSOR’S EMAIL ___________________________________________________________
SPONSOR’S PHONE # _________________________________________________________
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR’S NAME/EMAIL: _______________________________________
I have read and understand the SCISA dress code (See SCISA website):
__________________________________
Sponsor’s Signature

__________ Grades 9-12 (1 team per school)
__________ Number of students on your team (# of team members is unlimited,
however only 6 compete during each round)

Complete form and mail with $50.00 to:

Fax: 803-535-4840

SCISA
P.O. Drawer 690
Orangeburg, SC 29116

Email: faullings@scisa.org

Rules
1. You may have as many students as you wish on your team; however, when your school is called to come
on stage, you may only send 6 students for that round. The next time your school is called to compete,
you may send the same students, all different students, or a combination of both. Each team will be
accompanied to the stage with a sponsor. The sponsor will be seated near the competition table and is
merely there in case of a challenge. Students are to signal their sponsor if they feel a challenge is
warranted. If the sponsor interferes with the questioning in any way other than a challenge, then the
team will be warned only once. Immediate disqualification will follow for the second offense.
2. A school may compete with a team of less than 6 members.
3. Students do not have to read all of the books on their list in order to participate in the competition. There
are, of course, a few great readers who complete the whole list, but students who have read only a
portion of the list can still be a huge advantage to a team.
4. Two teams will be on stage at a time for competition.
5. After each question is asked, the team will have 30 seconds to discuss the question; a ten second verbal
warning will be issued, then one member of the team will answer the question for the team. If the
answer is not received before the verbal “time” the question goes directly to the other team. They will
have fifteen (15) seconds with a five (5) second warning to answer.
6. The members of the team will take turns answering the questions by rotating in order around the table.
7. Every question begins with, "In what book . . . . . .?" The answer must include the title of the book and
the author in order to receive three points; if only the title is correct, the team will receive two points.
The last name of the author is acceptable.
8. If a team misses a question, that same question goes to the other team. If they answer it correctly, they
will receive two points (for title and author) or one point (for title only).
9. All questions were provided by the National Battle of the Books organization.
10. As the competition continues, teams will be eliminated based on points. The team with the highest
number of points at the end of the competition will be the winner.
11. The order of schools competing against each other was drawn by the SCISA staff.
12. Teams will receive a warning if
 They begin discussing an answer while the question is still being read.
 They begin discussing an answer, and it’s not their question.
 Not all members of a team answer a question during a round.
 If a team member prompts their team speaker who is giving the answer to a question after
the speaker has already begun, the team will be disqualified for that question.
13. If a team receives a second warning throughout the competition, it will lose 3 points from its overall
score.

14. If a team wishes to challenge an answer, they must do so before the question goes to the other team for
rebuttal. Students are to immediately signal their sponsor if they feel their challenge is warranted. The
sponsor will then get the attention of the moderator. The moderator will meet with that sponsor and
both judges. The challenging team will be given a copy of the book in question and have ten minutes to
find proof to support their challenge. At the end of the 10 minutes a team member must point to and
read aloud the proof to support their challenge. One sponsor of the challenging team may assist
the team during the allotted ten minutes in searching for the evidence to support their challenge.
During the challenge, the non-challenging team may not talk to one another. Their sponsor will
ensure this “no talking” rule. No penalty if given if a challenging team cannot find evidence to
support their claim. The sponsor may initiate a challenge on her own if she feels it is warranted even if
her team has not signaled her to pursue a challenge. The competition will continue pursuant to the
judges’ ruling of the challenge.
15. At the State Competition, if a tie exists at the end of the Battle, the tie-breaker will consist of 10
more questions (5 per team) which will be asked in the same format as regular play. All points
earned during regular play and tie-break play will be counted towards the final score. If the
scores are still tied at the end of the tie-breaker, Co-State Champions will be declared using the
SCISA policy regarding trophies. (The School which is the greatest distance from the event will
take the trophy after pictures and another trophy will be ordered and shipped to the school closest
to the event.

Sponsors of Battle of the Books teams:
 Some of the book titles on these lists have alternate titles listed on other sites; however,
SCISA has decided that the book titles provided with this email are the titles that must be
given by team members in both the regional and state competitions. The titles must be
given exactly as listed.
 The pronunciation of the authors’ names does not have to be correct as long as the judges
can tell what the students are saying, but www.teachingbooks.net/pronunciations.cgi is an
excellent website to visit. It lists most of the authors with a link of the correct
pronunciation and often with a personal comment from the author.
 Giving only the last name of the author is acceptable; however, if your team chooses to
provide both the first and last names of the author, they both must be correct to receive
credit. For example, if the author is Jane Yolen, Yolen is correct, Jane Yolen is correct,
but Joan Yolen would be incorrect.
 If two authors have the same last name, the first name must be given in the answer.

SCISA Battle of the Books
High School List 2017-2018
TITLE

AUTHOR

Killing Lincoln

Bill O’Reilly

Seabiscuit: An American Legend

Laura Hillenbrand

Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People Sarah Bradford
The Good Earth

Pearl Buck

My Antonia

Willa Cather

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary

Joseph Ellis

Generation
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl

Anne Frank

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman

Ernest Gaines

The Big Sky

A. B. Guthrie Jr.

Last of the Breed

Louis L’Amour

The Secret Life of Bees

Sue Monk Kidd

The Birchbark House

Louise Erdrich

